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Who Are You?

• What are your roles in adult education?
– Teacher?
– Program administrator?
– Policy maker?
– Researcher or evaluator?

• What settings/systems do you work in?
– K-12?
– Community college?
– CBO?
– Government?
– University?



• Success in career pathways programming, 
including high school equivalency exam 
preparation, requires strong digital literacy skills.

• We need to teach computer skills, apply them 
creatively to succeed in structured class and 
distance learning, and apply and extend them so 
learners can succeed in independent, self-directed 
learning opportunities.

Digital Literacy and On-ramps 
to Career Path(way)s



• Adult Career Pathways programs connect 
learners to multiple workforce 
development agencies, so that individuals 
can enter and exit a career pathway at the 
appropriate place for them based on level, 
need to work, and need for training. 
Learner Web operates with the same 
concept. It:

– Matches learners to content relevant to 
their goals

Digital Literacy and On-ramps 
to Career Path(way)s



– Provides structured support to learners 
working to reach a learning goal

– Can be built around and coordinated with 
existing educational materials, curricula, 
programs, and services

– Includes an online portfolio (workspace).
– Instruction on Learner Web matches the 

Northstar digital literacy assessment.

Digital Literacy and On-ramps 
to Career Path(way)s



• Self-Access E-Learning 
– Students learn independently 

• Distance learning with virtual 
support 
– On-line classes with virtual mentors
– Just in time assistance by e-tutors 

• Hybrid Models 
– Face to face plus self-paced e-

learning 
• Learner Web 
• English Innovations 
• IBEST at Work 

Blended Learning Models



What 
about 
ELLs?  
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Why Integrate
Digital Literacy? 

– Supports English Plus models (English 
plus technology skills)

– Facilitates self-access English under 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform 

– Allows for dual language interactions 
– Prepares for computer-based testing 

(Spanish GED 2014) 
– Facilitates interactions with USCIS (all 

forms are online)
– Reduces cost (Skype, Newspapers)
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• Blended learning support
Learner Web interface
Community tutors

• Customizable to learners’
Place
Goals
Preferred language 
Resources

• Self-paced 

Key Features in Strand on
Digital Literacy
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Understand Digital Literacy 
Growth as…



Flexible Implementation
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Small Group
Discussion Prompts

•How will your communities provide blended learning 
opportunities for digital literacy?

•How will you bring tutor-facilitation into your community’s 
digital literacy work?

•What challenges will your community face in connecting 
digital literacy training to:

•Established adult literacy programs?
•Career Path programs?
•Adult ESL programs?
•Programs serving incarcerated adults and ex-
offenders?


